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Description of Street Handball Organization 
 

The history of Team Handball in short 
 

Team handball was invented in Northern Europe in the late 19th century. But as far back as 

medieval France and amongst the Inuit’s of Greenland records tell of handball-like games. 

However the rules and structures of the game were not established until Danish public school 

teacher Holger Nielsen drew up a set of rules in 1906. Nielsen – a gym teacher – used the rules in 

his Physical Education Classes. However Germany was the first nation to truly organize 

competitive Team Handball and the first international men’s game between Germany and Belgium 

was played in Germany in 1925. Five years later the first female international game was played 

between Germany and Austria. In 1936 the game was introduced as a discipline at the 1936 

Summer Olympics in Berlin. Back then the game was played outdoors, but in the following decades 

the game flourished as an indoor activity. At the 1972 Summer Olympics in Munich the game 

remerged as team handball - now an indoor sport. Today the international Finals of team handball 

enjoy great popularity in Europe. But despite the popularity, handball is practically never played 

outside the organized frames of the handball clubs. This is presumably because team handball is 

dependant on a sports centre, a set of standardized goals, balls and the correct lines on the 

playing area. Renting a sports centre is a costly affair and often it is not even an option. To 

newcomers the rules often appear complicated and the physical nature of the game even 

intimidating. These aspects and many more have the undesirable side effect that it deters 

numerous potential players even from trying team handball and make the game appeal mainly to 

athletes. Street Handball Organisation was created to solve these challenges!  

 

A new game with a mission 
 

Street Handball Organization (SHO) is an autonomous non-political and financially independent 

organisation which is solely guided by a set of values.  

The team behind SHO is Lasse Boesen of the Danish national team and the German Handball 

Bundesliga club SG Flensburg Handewitt and former elite trainers and players Ole B. Andersen and 

Torben Sorensen.  

I 2008 the trio meet to develop a new team handball game with the right ingredients consisting of 

the framework, values and activities to spread the game of team handball and reaching out to the 

young people that normally would not be attracted to the game. To achieve this goal it is SHOs 

belief that the public schools play a key part. By introducing handball at an early age through the 

schools we hope to secure and develop the multiplicity of the game.  
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Team handball has its origins in the public schools and in short we created Street Handball with 

the purpose of bringing team handball back as sport played in the public schools focusing on 

movement, playfulness and good experiences for all of the participants.  

We feel that we can achieve this by outlining a clear set of approaches and values to the game and 

the activities. Street Handball should be a game where: 

 

 Everyone is welcome – where age, gender or even motor skills and previous experience 

are insignificant.  

 Location is not an issue – The game can be played outdoors, indoors and on all surfaces 

ranging from grass to rough asphalt.  

 Equipment is kept to a minimum – basically all you need to play is the special ball.   

 No organization is needed – a game that can be played without a referee, coach or a 

specific amount of players.  

     

 

 

The Street Handball 

 

It quickly became clear to SHO that the biggest challenge was to create a ball which allowed 

people to play together despite age or even gender. SHO wanted to develop a ball that you could 

"feel" in your hand. We wanted a ball that would fit children of very different motor skills. A goal 

we achieved after more than six months of development when we found the ball of our dreams. 

An assignment that was only solved through a successful cooperation with one of the best 

handball producers in the world SELECT. In the process their extensive knowledge in the field of 

creating and developing balls played a decisive role. Together we developed a ball where the 

content, a form of synthetic wool, keeps water and moist out and makes the ball soft and easy to 

squeeze. The special surface of the ball makes it easy to grip and control. All of these qualities 

make the green ball essential to all successful Street Handball activities. 
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The rules and framework 

 

Basic rules (appendix 1) 

- Play fair 

- No physical contact. 

- No dribbling  

- No more than 3 steps with the ball. 

- Goalkeeper is an extra field player during attack.  

- No referee. Each judgement is made through dialogue between the players.   

 

The purpose of Street Handball 
 

SHOs purpose is to promote play, movement and physical activity. Our focus is particularly on 

children and young people who are yet to discover the joy of an active life.  

SHO acts from the idea of sport-for-all. The long-range goal is to be health promoting and give the 

participants tools to solve conflicts through Street Handball activities. These activities are designed 

to strengthen the individual’s self-confidence and their social skills. 

The core values of the game create a common ground for all activity where communication, 

solidarity, equality and fairplay are essential.  

The Street-Environment and the Street-Culture is an important tool to catch the interest of 

children and young people. SHO wishes to operate nationally and internationally to create a global 

Street Handball Community.  

        

Mission and vision 

 

Our mission is that Street Handball will be played in all schoolyards. 

Our vision is to integrate Street Handball as a part of the Physical Education classes in schools.  

 

Our objective 

 

 Street Handball should aid in developing social responsibility from one participant to 

another. Street Handball is a game for everybody and focuses on play and the good 

experience rather than competition.  

 Street Handball should be a visible part of the physical exercise of children both in the 

organized part of school and in everyday life.  
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 Street Handball wishes to develop partnerships between unions, organisations, 

municipalities, foundations, businesses, schools, institutions, associations. By doing this we 

wish to promote joint ownership between all who are in involved in the task of: 

 

- Motivating children and young people with different cultural and social backgrounds to an 

increased participation in physical exercise.  

- To increase the amount of children playing team handball in the public schools.  

- To have a positive impact on the lifestyle and habits of children concerning play, health, 

motor skills, creativity, responsibility and equality.      

 

 

 

The triangle-strategy 

 

Partnership and cooperation  

 

When Street Handball Organization (SHO) is involved in concepts and projects we work on the 

basis of a strategy where we form partnerships with unions, interest groups, companies and 

foundations on the matter of developing and implementing Street Handball worldwide. We call 

this the triangle strategy.   

 

The triangle-strategy and the philosophy behind the strategy is that three different units 

cooperate in the task of organising and financing Street Handball projects in the public schools. By 

doing this we aid in the recruitment of handball players to the organised part of handball 

represented by the clubs.  

 

In the following the process is described.  

 

 SHO forms partnerships with and aids in forming partnerships with: 

Federations, local municipalities, interest organisations, companies and foundations which have 

the means to finance, educate, administrate and manage projects.  
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 A cooperation implies that the: 

Public school, institution or day care has to oblige to the education of their teachers in the values 

of Street Handball. They are also obligated to implement projects and concepts in the physical 

education classes and in the breaks between classes.  

 

 SHO will deliver: 

 

Materials such as balls, goals and a login to a homepage where they can find inspiration and 

exchange experiences will be given to the teachers when they have completed their education in 

the values of Street Handball.  

 

 The role of the clubs 

 

Clubs, sports organisations and “street-environments” play an important role in managing the 

implementation in the schools and in creating initiatives which can bridge the gap between the 

youth in the unorganised environment and the youth in the organised world of sports.  

  

The philosophy of the triangle-strategy is: 
 

 To create common values of equality and commitment to the mission of SHO. 

 To remove the dependency of one or a few individuals in the task to achieve the SHO 

mission and thereby creating sustainability for Street Handball on the longer run. 

 To formalise the cooperation between all parties and thereby creating shared ownership. 

Why should SHO be involved in creating partnerships? 

 

- SHO is a non-political and financially independent organisation which is solely based on a 

value system and a mission to bring handball back as a game played in the public schools.  

- SHO has the experience and a model for partnerships which is based on other norms and 

values than it is common in traditional handball as we focus on playfulness, social 

responsibility, well-being and creating a joy for exercise and playing handball.  

- SHO has the manpower, the determination and the commitment to develop handball in 

the countries where the sport is facing fierce competition from other sports and poor 

playing conditions. 
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Concepts and projects 

 

Street Handball Organization creates partnerships and cooperates on national and international 

level. The concepts and projects which are developed on a national level are tailored with regard 

to culture, traditions and possibilities of the specific country. The concepts on an international 

level revolve around the globalization of Street Handball and on breaking down the geographical 

borders of countries and develop a Street Handball Community based on Street Handball 

Organizations values and approaches.  

The International Street Handball Community 

 

The International Street Handball Community has been created so that the schools and clubs 

which offers and develops Street Handball areas away from the traditional handball framework. By 

doing this Street Handball Organization wishes to bring Street Handball and traditional team 

handball in general into new and different environments. This is done by arranging drop-by 

activities with a wide appeal and without demands of memberships or other obligations. The 

locations of Street Handball Areas can be found on www.streethandball.org as well as the dates of 

drop-by activities.  
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